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Claim Amendments 

1 . (currently amended) A system, comprising: 

a phone that comprises a connector component that is operationally connectable through 
a packet network to any selected one or more of a plurality of switch components; 

wherein the any selected one or more of the plurality of switch components serve to 
provide one or more of originating and terminating telecommunication service to the phone; 

wherein the phone comprises first and second phones where the first and second phones 
are not connected to each other as extension phones, the switch components adapted to provide 
the-a first phone with having a shared call appearance with thea second phone ov e r a switch 
component of th e plurality of switch compon e nts and t hrough the packet network, wherein the 
second phone comprises the shared call appearance with the first phone over the switch 
component and through a network; 

wherein the shared call appearances of the first and second phones means the second 
phone serves as an electronic implementation of an extension-phene of the first phone. 

2. (currently amended) The system of claim 1, wherein the conn e ctor component 
employs an explicit s e l e ction of a particular switch component of tho plurality of switGh 
compon e nts to operationally connect th e first phone through the packet network to the particular 
s witch co mponent, wh e r e in a us e r of th e first phone inputs th e explicit s e le c tio n . switch 
components provide the first phone with a shared call appearance with the second phone through 
two independent paths through the packet network. 

3-4. Canceled. 

5. (currently amended) A system, comprising: 

a phone that comprises a connector component that is operationally connectable through 
a packet network to any selected one or more of a plurality of switch components; 
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wherein the any selected one or more of the plurality of switch components serve to 
provide one or more of originating and terminating telecommunication service to the phone; 

wherein the phone comprises a first phone having a shared call appearance with a second 
phone over a switch component of the plurality of switch components and through the packet 
network, wherein the second phone comprises the shared call appearance with the first phone 
over the switch component and through a network 

wherein the shared call appearances of the first and second phones means the second 
phone serves as an electronic implementation of an extension phone of the first phone: T he 
system of claim 1 wherein the first phone comprises a second shared call appearance with a third 
phone over a second switch component and through the packet network, wherein the third phone 
comprises the second shared call appearance with the first phone over the second switch 
component and through a network. 

6. (previously amended) The system of claim I , wherein the first phone comprises a 
connector component that is operationally connectable through the packet network to the any 
selected one or more of the plurality of switch components through a respective one or more of a 
plurality of voice over Internet protocol gateways. 

7-10. Canceled. 

11. (currently amended) A method, comprising the steps of: 

selecting a phone that comprises a connector component that is operationally connectable 
through a packet network to any selected one or more of a plurality of switch components; 

wherein the any selected one or more of the plurality of switch components serve to 
provide one or more of originating and terminating telecommunication service to the phone; 

wherein the step of selecting the phone that comprises the connector component that is 
operationally connectable through the packet network to the any selected one or more of the 
plurality of switch components comprises the steps of: 

selecting the phone to comprise a first phone; and 
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se l e ctin g providirm communications to the first phone so that the first phone has te 
compri se a shared call appearance with a second phone over a switch component of the plurality 
of switch components and through the packet network, wherein the second phone comprises the 
shared call appearance with the first phone over the switch component and through a network. 
the first and second phones not being connected to each other as extension phones: 

wherein the shared call appearances of the first and second phones means the second 
phone serves as an electronic implementation of an extension-phene of the first phone. 

1 2. (currently amended) The method of claim 1 1 , wherein the stop of s e lecting the phone 
that compris e s the connoctor oompon e nt that is operationally connectablc through the packet 
network to th e any sel e ct e d one or more of th e plurality of owitch compon e nts comprises th e 

st e ps of: 

receiving from a user of the first phon e an e xplicit s e l e ction of a particular switch 
component of th e plurality of s witch components; and 

e mploying the explicit selection with the connector component to operationally conn e ct 
the first phon e through th e packet network to the particular switch compon e nt. switch 
components provide the first phone with a shared call appearance with the second phone where 
the first and second phones are connected to switch components over first and second 
independent paths through the packet network. 

13-14. Canceled. 

1 5. (previously amended) The method of claim 1 1 further comprising the step of; 

selecting the first phone to comprise a second shared call appearance with a third phone 
over a second switch component and through the packet network, wherein the third phone 
comprises the second shared call appearance with the first phone over the second switch 
component and through a network. 
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16. (previously amended) The method of claim 1 1 , wherein the step of selecting the 
phone that comprises the connector component that is operationally connectable through the 
packet network to the any selected one or more of the plurality of switch components comprises 
the step of: 

selecting the first phone to comprise a connector component that is operationally 
connectable through the packet network to the any selected one or more of the plurality of switch 
components through a respective one or more of a plurality of voice over Internet protocol 
gateways. 

17. (original) The method of claim 1 1, wherein the step of selecting the phone that 
comprises the connector component that is operationally connectable through the packet network 
to the any selected one or more of the plurality of switch components comprises the step of: 

selecting the phone to be registrable with any selected one of a plurality of voice over 
Internet protocol gateways. 

18-24. Canceled. 

25, (previously presented) An article, comprising: 
a computer-readable signal-bearing medium; and 

means in the medium for selecting a phone that comprises a connector component that is 
operationally connectable through a packet network to any selected one or more of a plurality of 
switch components; 

wherein the any selected one or more of the plurality of switch components serve to 
provide one or more of originating and terminating telecommunication service to the phone; 

wherein the plurality of switch components comprises a first switch component and a 
second switch component, wherein the means in the medium for selecting the phone that 
comprises the connector component that is operationally connectable through the packet network 
to the any selected one or more of the plurality of switch components comprises: 
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means in the medium for selecting the phone to comprise a connector component that is 
operationally connectable to the first switch component through the packet network and 
operationally connectable to the second switch component through the packet network; 

wherein the means in the medium for selecting the phone to comprise the connector 
component that is operationally connectable to the first switch component through the packet 
network and operationally connectable to the second switch component through the packet 
network comprises: 

means in the medium for selecting the phone to comprise a first phone; 

means in the medium for selecting the first phone to comprise a shared call appearance 
with a second phone over the first switch component and through the packet network, wherein 
the second phone comprises the shared call appearance with the first phone over the first switch 
component and through a network; and 

means in the medium for selecting the first phone to comprise a second shared call 
appearance with a third phone over the second switch component and through the packet 
network, wherein the third phone comprises the second shared call appearance with the first 
phone over the second switch component and through a network, 

wherein the shared call appearances of the first, second and third phones means the 
second and third phones serves as an electronic implementation of extension phones of the first 
phone. 

26 - 30 Canceled. 
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